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1290.   To SIB HOKACE

Arlington Street, Jan, 18, 1770,

AFFAIBS are so serious, and in so critical a situation, that
I am sure you would not think my letters too frequent if
I wrote every post. Nothing proves the badness of generals,
like an ill use of a great victory. Ours have not hurt their
own success by neglecting to pursue it, but by pursuing it
too far. Lord Huntingdon was turned out the next day,
not for having joined the enemy, but merely for having
absented himself: for him, he has played the fool; he has
no strength of his own, and had no support but the King;
and so falls unpifcied. Lord Bristol was immediately trans-
ferred from the Privy Seal to be Groom of the Stole. Lord
Coventry, already more than wavering towards the opposi-
tion, seized that pretence of quarrelling, and resigned his
post in the Bedchamber.

A more unlucky event is the resignation of the Duke of
Beaufort, who took up the same minute for giving up his
Mastership of the Horse to the Queen, because he could not
wrench the lieutenancy of two Welsh counties from Morgan
of Tredegar, the old Whig enemy of his house, and the
more potent in Parliament. However, as the Duke was
the first convert of his family from Jacobitism, his defection
is to be lamented, and may carry back some of the Tories.

But the most imprudent step has been the dismission of
the Chancellor, and that before any preparation was made
for a successor. The Seals were indeed privately offered to
Lord Mansfield, who refused them, but published the offer;
and then to Mr. Yorke ; but the Chancellor heard the news
by common report, before he had received the least notifica-
tion of his disgrace. Though I believe he did not intend to
remain in office, these slights will not have soothed him.om them. Adieu!
